
TEACHER'S ROLE

Introduction
In previous chapters, we have dealt with many
aspects of the teacher's role in the open classroom.
This chapter deals mainly with the teachers
interaction with students. The final sub-section
deals with the departmental file of activities.

We shall look in detail at different types of interac
tion which relate specifically to open working, and
consider how best to handle them.

It is assumed that you have given the students
some material or introduction as a starting point
for their work. It is also assumed that the work has
a degree of open-ness, i.e. that the students are
required to make some decisions themselves.

The work could be:
—individual or collaborative;
—an investigation or a practical problem;
—an extended piece of work;
—a task you intend them to complete in one lesson.
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Types ofInteraction with
Students

An interaction with a student, may be initiated by you or by the student,
and therefore will come about either because the student has asked you
a question or because you have chosen to intervene.
Interaction initiated by the teacher will be called intervention.

When a student attracts the teacher's attention it is usually with a ques
tion. Student initiated interaction could be categorised as follows:

i) Directly related to the activity engaged in
e.g. questions about the parameters of the task
asking for your help when stuck
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ii) Organisational queries
e.g. asking where equipment necessary for the activity is kept
asking when the lesson ends

iii) Extraneous
e.g. complaining about a peer
asking permission to go to the toilet

The majority of teacher interventions are directly related either to the
activity the students are engaged in or to discipline.

$ # Exercise
Ask a colleague to come into one of your investigative or problem-solving lessons and to use the
Tally Chart (p.42), to record every interaction between you and your students.
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