
SECTION TWO: ASSESSMENT

CHAPTER
INTRODUCTION TO ASSESSMENT

Informal
Assessment:

Formal
Assessment:

Assessment is an act of enquiry. Usually the resulting evidence will assist
decision-making about placement or selection of students, or identifying
their educational needs. Any assessment gives only a partial view of a
student's attainment. Because the information required will vary accord
ing to the use to which it is to be put, it is important to be clear about
intended uses when designing or choosing an assessment scheme.

1. To motivate students by providing goals:
a) Short term goals such as successfully completing a piece of work

in a lesson
b) Long term goals such as an end-of-course examination

2. To assist teaching and learning:
a) Diagnostic assessment which enables particular weaknesses to be

pinpointed and dealt with
b) Assessment of progress used to determine future work

3. To report on attainment to interested parties:
a) Reporting to students and parents
b) Reporting within the school for setting, etc.
c) National Curriculum information

4. To report on attainment publicly:
a) Information used by Further Education to determine suitability

for entry to courses
b) Information used by employers
c) National Curriculum information

We shall make a distinction between formal and informal assessment.
Most of the above purposes will require some kind of formal assessment.
Informal assessment can contribute to Purpose 2.
— does not employ a fixed, publicly agreed, method;
— is appropriate when information is needed rapidly. Fresh informa

tion can be obtained if the first assessment proves inadequate.
Informal assessment is carried out minute by minute, period by period,
every day, by teachers in their classrooms. This enables them to respond
to their students' needs,
e.g. Noticing that a student is ready to be introduced to the formal

notation of factorial.
Judging a student's mathematical capability and the work she has
done on an investigation, in order to decide what to say when the
student asks what to do next.

— employs an assessment scheme;
— is relevant where a common standard of assessing should be met.
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