MAKING IT ON YOUR OWN
Internal
Moderation
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Each assessment scheme which contributes to a nationally recognised
standard involves some kind of moderation process. Moderation is to
ensure that standards are being applied consistantly. The first level of
moderation is within a department. Through practice you will learn
whether you are strict or lenient compared with others and to adjust your
assessment accordingly. The following exercise enables you to practice
departmental moderation, which should become a quicker process with
time.

D Exercise
For the whole department, working in pairs.
You will need about 20 pieces of work from different students on the same investigation. It is a
good idea to collect a few from each member of the department as this is more likely to produce
variety in the students' approaches to the investigation. Each pair of teachers should have a com
plete set.
In pairs, use the SMILE marking scheme to assess the students' work. Do not write on the students'
work.
Compare your results with those of the other teachers. Where there are differences in the marks
allocated to a piece of work, discuss until a consensus is reached.

Comparing GCSE
Assessment
Schemes

As can be seen from the examples, GCSE marking schemes for
coursework tasks vary considerably. One factor to take into account
when you are choosing which GCSE to use is how compatible the
marking scheme is with the way you like to work.
The following exercise gives you the opportunity to use two GCSE
assessment schemes.

D Exercise
For the whole department, working in pairs or individually
You will need about 20 pieces of work from different students working on the same investigation.
It is a good idea to collect a few from each member of the department as this is more likely to
produce variety in the students' approaches to the investigation.
Each pair of teachers should have a complete set.
Do not write on the students' work.
In pairs, or individually, allocate a grade to each piece of work using the following GCSE marking
schemes:
1. MEG SMP (11-16). Use the sheet for investigational work.
2. LEAG A Syllabus
See Chapter 8 for details of these schemes.
Make a list of those pieces of work which are graded differently on the two schemes.
Discuss your results with the rest of the group.
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